
A MUSICAL PRODIGY.
Playing the Piano Perfeotly at

Five Years of Ago.

iJttle Elisa lircidt Astonishes Musicians
by I Tor Itomurknuto Performances.
How Hit Oenlua Was Discovered

by Her Itfotlior.

Dressed in a light blue frock, a prettystraw bat and tiny boots, from tbo topsof whiob bung golden tassels, was
gray-eyed Elsa Breidt, tbo five-year-old
musical prodigy and daughter of Julius
Breidt, of 2510 Cottago Orovo avenue,
«ays tbo Chicago Herald. She was
ready to play for a party of musicians,and as she ran up to the piano in her
homo sho laughed merrily at her
mother, who was to assist her. .Speak¬ing in German, Mrs. Breidt asked tho
child to play something from Schumann.
,The child at onco dashed into "The
.Whito Horsoman," which sho played in
perfect time and tune. Tho execution
of the little hands was marvelous, und as
tho child played picco after piece, final¬
ly closing her impromptu recital with a
porfeot little melody of her own com¬
position, the musicians present wanted
ito catch her up in their arms and hugher. Then sho played piano duets with
her mother, and after a tlmo Mr.
Breidt, tho watchmaker, came in, took
down his old violin, put on a new string
or two, and tbon father and daughter,plungcd into "Tho Boulanger March,"'the petite phenomenon playing a most
.perfect piano accompaniment to tho air
from tho father's violin. Tbo march
finished, tho fathor spoko of tho "Avo
'Maria," and tho child, without a word,
"began tbo introduction to tho Bach-
Gounod composition. Although it had
booh many weeks sinco father and
child had played together, yet Elsa
never missed a note or sounded a falso
ono to tho end of tho difficult accom¬
paniment. She played the music exactly
as it is written and with wonderful tact
and expression.

Little Elsa has been petted by Sher¬
wood and Lilly Lehmann, raved over byIVAlbert and marveled at by all who
have seen and heard her. Only once or
twice has sho appeared in public, play¬ing onco for a class of pupils from ono
of the musical colleges and again at ono
of Mr. Sherwood's recitals. The latter
often visits her at her humble home,
and D'Albert wants her to come at once
to his home in Gorniany and receive u
thorough musical education.
"When Elsa was two years old, I one

day found her singing the air 1 was play¬ing at the piano," said her mother. "I
tried another and found that with little
effort she could follow any air. When
she was largo enough to sit alone on
the piano stool I would let her strike the
koys.andsho immediately learned to playchords, and before sho was three yearsof ago could carry parts of airs correctly.When t hroYvand a half years old she was
playing accompaniments to her father's
violin, and very soon learned to play tho
accompaniment to tbo'Ave Maria* which
you have just beard. Then 1 noticed if
I played sentimental cr lively music it
affected her strangely. In fact, we can
not play pathetic airs, as the tears como
to her eyes and she is much agitated.
She is strong and healthy and has never
been sick a day. She is also very full of
life, and enjoys herself much as other
children do, but if anybody is playing,
wherever she is, she listens with mouth,
eyes and ears wide open. She will play
any ordinary composition almost abso¬
lutely correct after having heard it
once.
"We never have to play a piece more

than twice for her to learn it," said Mrs.
Breidt. "Whilo sho is taking every
note by ear she also closely watches
tho hands of the player. She does not
.seem to care for dance music. We have
not permitted her to practica much this
summer on account of tho heat, and we
never force her to do any thing."It has been about six months since
sho began to composo or .improvise,"continued the mother. "Ono day thero
was a terrible rain and thunder-storm,
and when it was over sho went to tho
piano and played the wildest sort of an
air, which she mado up. Sho will
climb on to tho stool and begin singing
softly some measure or strain that has
come into her bead, and after bummingit over several times she plays it.
That's tho way sho composes her
pieces."

Julius Breidt is a fine-looking Ger¬
man, forty-three years old. He has
lived in this city since ho was five years
old, and has been a watchmaker and
jeweler sinco be was fourteen. Six
years ago he married Miss Bertha
Schoenfcid, a comely German girl, and
on May 2S, 18S5, Elsa, the little musical
genius, was born. Sho la their onlychild.

A Novel Wedding Journey.
A novel method of spending a honey¬

moon has recently been added to tho
list of uniquo wedding journeys in
coaches, on house-boats or yachts. A
young Vienneso bridegroom procuredfor the trip a new furniture van with
three horses and a driver. The interior
he fitted up in a most daintily luxuriant
way with every comfort and convenience
dear to the feminine heart. Just how
tho light was supplied is not easy to
conjecture, for tho ordinary furniture
van has no windows. Possibly electrici¬
ty may have diffused its soft radiance
from depending globes of roseate hue,
or tho isolated lovers may have lived
only in the soft light of each other's
eyes. The cooking problem would also
arise to any one but lovers, but whether
tho driver united tho culinary art with
that of handling tho reins, or whether
tho young woman herself was a cooking-school graduate is not known. Any
way, tho pair expect to spend a two
months' honeymoon at a cost of little
more than S100 a month, rambling about
the country in their own private con¬
veyance, with buffet accommodations.

Curious Cnuso of Death.
A school-girl in France died recentlyfrom a curious cause. At tho distribu¬

tion of .prizes sho obtained a laurel
wreath colored green. Sho thoughtless¬ly put tin? painted leaves in her mouth
and died afterward from tho effect of
the poison.

INTELLIGENT RATS.
Tilicy Open Oliv« OU Itottles and Help

TliouiKcivos Lavishly.
"I want you to look at that bottle,"Bald a druggist to a Doylestown (Pa.)Doraocrat roportor the other day. Tho

bottle held up for inspection contained
a half-pint of olivo oil.its full capacity.and had been mauufacturcd with an
unusually narrow neck, measuring, por-haps, four inchos in length. '

"What's tho matter with it?"' asked tho
customer.
"There's nothing tho matter with the

bottle, but do you soo whoro that cork
is?"

"Yes, it's about half-way down tho
neck."

.'Woll, that's what thoro is peculiarabout it, and here's another," continued
tho druggist, producing a second bottle,
"with tho cork pushed almost into the
oil. Now, how do you suppose those
corks got into that position?"
"Somobody pushed them down, of

course."
"No. sir; I know you will never guess,

so I may as well tell you. Those corks
were forced down the necks of tho bot-
ties by rats. That may sound prettystiff when you consider that a rat's legis scarcely long enough to roach down
to whoro that cork is, but it's a fact.
Wo found our olive oil bottles openedand the contents spilled around the cel-

j lar, and it was a long timo before wo
caught on to how it was done. It was a
picnic for the rats. They would go over
to the grocery storo across the street,fill up on cheese, and when they felt
the need of a laxative come into our
cellar and take a doso of oil. One of
them even moved tho lid off a big box
containing bottles of oil packed in
straw,and had a bottle half open when we
discovered him. A stone weighing about
ton pounds had been placed on the lid
of the box, but bo managed to get it out
of tho way. You will notice theso bot¬
tles were originally bound with husk,and the cork securely tied down and
then covered with bladder. The rats
first gnaw off the bladder cap and then
work on the coric until it Is about a
quarter of an inch thick. Then beginsthe mysterious work of foroing them in¬
to the oil. After tho cork is out of the
way they overturn tho bottle and pro-Coed to enjoy tho contents."
The customer went down collar with

the proprietor, saw the box referred to
and inspected the bottle that had been
operated upon. Putting a pencil into
the neck, it. was discovered considerable
strength would have to b<5 expended in
order that the cork might be moved.
How the rodents accomplish it remains
a mystery.

WAS ALL BUSINESS.
Madam AVnnted Her Tooth Fulled With¬

out Any i.'liurgo for Sympathy.
She was a mature woman, with highcheek bones, a dappled face, and red

hair, says the Chicago Herald. Fling¬ing aside her bonnet she got up into tho
dentist's chair, leaned bor head back,
opened her mouth, and pointed to a
tooth yn tho lower Jaw.

"I wish you'd see what is the matter
with that grinder," she said.
"Yes, ma'am,'' replied tho dentist, in

a sympathetic tone, "lias it been hurt¬
ing you long?"
"Who said it had been hurting nie?''
"lieg pardon, ma'am. 1 inferred."
"Well, you don't need to infer anything. 1 f you're ready to look at that

grinder, doctor, I'm ready to open mymouth again." And she opened it.
"The tooth, madam," be said, after

a brief examination, "is a inoro shell.
I regret."
"What occasion is there for yon to re¬

gret any thing? Whose grinder is It?"
"1 was going to say it'kis too late to

save the tooth. It is too far gone. If
it's troubling you any it will bavo to
come out."
"Well, that's what I'm bero for."
"It will be bard to get bold of with

the forceps and I am sorry to say it will
hurt."
"Does it hurt you to pull a custotn-

cr's tooth?" she demanded.
"Of course not, but-."
"Well, then, you needn't feel sorry.I am here on business. I don't need

any sympathy. Yank it out."
The thoroughly-humbled tooth artist

wasted no more words, lie produced a
pair of ugly-looking forceps and ex¬
tracted tho offending molar without de-
lay.

'¦What's your bill?" inquired tho
woman.
"Fifty cents."
"That's tho regular price, is it?

You're not charging any thing for syra-
pas by?"
"It is ttie regular price, madam."
"Here's the money. Good-day!"
After she bad gone out of his oflieo

tho dentist went and sat down by tho
front window to rest. "If I had that
woman's nerve," ho said to himself, as
be watched her striding down the
street, "I could bo an alderman and
own a whole ward in less than throe
months."

Four Very Queer l'igs.
William Hoffman, of Sebewaing, Pa.,

has four pigs that beat any thing ever
seen in that locality. Ono has no traco
of hind legs, another has no hoofs, but
claws take the placo of tho generallythought necessary porcino appendix,
und the two others havo claws and toes
and pretty nearly every thing elso that
pigs can very handily got along with¬
out.

Ear-Rlcc« >n All Ages.
Tho strange fashion of mutilating andadorning the human ear has been prac¬ticed and has been in vogue all over tho

world. It has especially enjoyed groatfavor among the Orientals, and by Per¬
sians, Babylonians, Lydians, Lybiansand Cartbagonians tho ear-ring was
worn as commonly by men asbywomen.

A Farm In His Itont.
It is not often that grain is found to

grow in a man's boots, but such a oaso
is reported. A farmer brought a pair of
boots to a Guelph, Out., cobbler to bo re¬
paired. When tho shoemaker com¬
menced operations on them bo found
grain growing to tho length of sevoral
inches. Such is certainly a curiosity.

For rg*ains in Real Estate
Fine residence and business property, in any part of Roanoke,

call on or address
L. L, POWELL & COMPANY,Roanoke, Va. Office Stewart Building, Third avenue, opposite city postoffice. it

S. S. SHAFER,
JEWELER,

No. 5 SALEM AVE. - - - FULL STOCK.
SM REPAIRING PROMPTLY EXECUTED.

A. J. DAVIS. J. A. PAGE. AUGUST BENIXG

SCOTT & RIVES
JUST RECEIVED

A full line of

Real Estate Agents,
105 JEFFERSON STREET,

ROANOKE, VA.,
Offer the following

CHOICE PROPERTIES:

If you want to make

Safe and Profitable Investments,
Call on or write to

D^"VIS, :F\Ä.Q-.E1 dc CO., %Real Estato Agents, 22 Salem Avenue, Roanoke, Va.
Wo have a corps of salesmen that will always be ready to show our customersabout the city. Parties desiring information in the mater of investments,great or small, will do well to consult us. oct3-lm

Hats
AND

CUTCHIN, ELLIS & CO.,
Real Estate Agents,

112 Jefferson street, - - -

Which are open for inspection.

Business and Residence, Improved and Unimproved Prop¬erty of every description in all parts of tlic city for sale on thej most liberal terms.
Purchases made for non-residents without charge. Visitorswill be shown every attention whether they buy or not. Call

on or write us.
jyt-tmi

5

loo feet on Albeiuarlc street.81,«00
(Ml feet on Franklin Road. 2,200
A choice corner on Mountain St.. 3,000
loo feet on Roanoke St.,line shade. 5,000 J oj Salem Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia.
Fine residence on Jefferson St-0,500 tf

A rare bargain in an entirely
new residence in Hyde Park.
House contains hot and cold
water, stable, coal and wood
house. Will make terms to

suit purchaser.

\Ye have the cheapest busi¬
ness and residence properties
in the city.

Correspondence solicited.]

REMOVAL.

J. F. WINGFIELD,
Fire, life and accident, in¬

surance and real estate agent,
has moved his office to

NO. 114 COMMERCE STREET,
Where he will be pleased to
see his customers. Major A.
L. Pitzer is with this firm, and
would be glad to see his friends.

feh-Mf

C. A. HEATH,
The well-known Jefferson Street.

BABB SB,
Has opened a Rarbcr Shop in Motel

Roanoke.
Room In basement. iny2-tf

ENGLEBY & BROS.

WYTHE COUNTY, VA.
DisWy tins Bietet ffiii Tom in Southwest Viriia.

The la igest, mines, the richest lands, the finest, limber surrounds [vanhoo.Iron, lead and zinc are already being smelted in lvanhoe and vicinity.Charters secured for other iron and y.inc companies for the purpose of erectingseveral

¦arge Foi Mac
and Stove Works

J. 1). Mi;NAM EE. TOM. IIAVS1.I1'

MANUFACTURERS OF
TIN AND SHEET-IRON WARE,

AMI DKAI.KH8 IX A I.I. KINDS OF

COOKING AND HEATING STOVES.

Plumbing and Gas-Fitting, Roofing.
Spouting and Jobbing.

10 Salem avenue, ROANOKE, VA.
au.vtf.

The East Tennessee
Virginia & Georgia

RAILWAY SYSTEM
IS THE ONLY SHORT AND DIRECT

LINE TO THE

South, Southwest & West,
The finest Pullman Vestibule, sleep¬ing car service in the South.Pullman

Sleepers without change. Roanoke to
Knoxvillc. Chattanooga. Rome, Annis-
ton, Selina, Montgomery, Mobilo and
New Orleans.

Direct connection made at Rome and
Chattanooga with through sleepers for

ATLANTA, MACON & JACKSONVILLE
For any further information, address

E. A. WARREN,
Trav. Pass. Agt., Bristol, 'renn.

C. A. BENSCOTER,
Ass. Gon'l Pass. Agt.

B. W. WRENN.
jy25tf Gen. Pass. Agt. Knoxvillc,Tcnn.

McNAMEE & HAYSLIP,
HOUSE, SIGN AND FRESCO PAINTERS,

GltAIXEKS AND PAPKU IfANGERS.
Shop-;. Rndford, Va. Richlonds, Va.,Buona Vista. Va. licndquartors, Roa¬
noke, Va. Leek RÖX Roanoke, Va.

t f

vAUllUn wprrönted, und every pnlrlitLH Iii« niiiiic nnd price stumped <m buttuiu.

Stylish dress Shoe which
.00 Ifund-Hewed W0'1'.

ommendi itself,
lluo calf Shoo

W. L. DOUGLAS
$.£ Onivt GENTLEMEN.
Fine Calf nnd I.accd Waterproof Groin.
The excellence nnd wearing {realities of this shoo

cannot he better shown than by the stronR tndorso-nicrUof ltd thousands of constant wearers.

Sg.00 Genuine llnnd-newed, anelegant_ nnrt

tmeniinli'ea för-styio"niid durability.SO.EO liondvcnr Welt Is tho stoudord dress<£> Shoe, at a popular iirlce.$0.60 rollceimtn'M Shoe I« enpeclnlly adaptedO for railroad men, formen«, etc.All made In CoiiRrcss, Hutton and J^ce.^
$3 & $2 SHOES L.AFr?i!s,
liav ) been most fovorabty received since Introduced
aud tho recent Improvements ninku them tuperlor

at r"

r
direct "to factory enclo
postal for order blanks.

to any shoes sold
Ask your Denier, nr..I

these prices.ir.d If lie ennnot supply you
nrlofclne advertised price,

ou send

W. L. DOLCÜ.A8, Brockton, Masi.

J. IYI. HARRIS.

Under construction, Freo sites and liberal Inducements to manufacturers..Immense limestone and iron and zinc mines nro being worked or developedwit hin the town. Important, industries secured, and negotiations pendingfor others,
e

A railroad center in the heart of the greatestiron region in the United States. The onlytown on this great Southern connec¬
tion of the Norfolk and Western

system.
The world famous limonito and mountain ores of the Cripj.de Creek Val¬ley and tbo celebrated Gossan and magnetic ores of Carroll county are withinminimum haul of lvanhoe. In direct communication with the Pooahontascoal and coke Holds. Ruing 3,000 feet, above tho sea the climate is unsur¬passed by the celebrated mountain resorts of the world. Vast tracts of Virginforests close to band that can he floated down to lvanhoe.

Magnificent hotel, stores and dwellings undercontract. The cheapest and best lots
in the South.

The lvanhoe Land and Improvement Company are now receiving applica¬tions for lots. Only those lots that have two or mot,'applicants*will booffered at auction.

GREAT SALE OCTOBER 15, 1890.
A grand chance for investment. Maps, price lists, plans, plats, etc., sent

on appl [cation.

OFFZCEBS:
W. ('. VAN DÖREN, President. | G. M. SEELEY, Sco'y and Treas.

DIBECTOISS:
JORDAN L. MOTT, owner.I. L. Mott Iron Works, Mott Haven, Xew York.
('IIAS. G. EDDY, vice-president N. &. W. Railroad, Roanoke, Va.
EDWIN EINSTEIN, OX-Congressman from New York City. Capitalist anddirector In the Xew River Mineral Company.GEO. II. SEELEY, of Now York City, Capitalist and president of NowRiver Mineral Company.
W. C. VAN DÖREN, of lvanhoe, Va.
GEN. .1 AS. A. WALKER, of Wythovillc, Va.
HERBERT (I. UULL, Capitalist and Lawyer, New York City. tf


